Incidence of antisperm antibodies in males with systemic autoimmune diseases.
To investigate if systemic autoimmune diseases could be one of the risk factors for developing antisperm antibodies (ASA) in males. Antisperm antibodies in the sera of 70 males with systemic autoimmune diseases and 80 healthy controls were examined, by using the indirect-immunobead test (I-IBT). The sperm immobilization test (SIT) was also performed to detect sperm immobilizing antibodies to the patients who were positive in I-IBT. Among 70 males with systemic autoimmune diseases, five were I-IBT positives, with incidence of 7.1%. However, no positives existed in 80 healthy males. Compared with the healthy controls, the incidence of ASA in males with systemic autoimmune diseases was significantly higher (P = 0.020). None of these five ASA-positive patients had sperm immobilizing antibodies. The incidence of ASA in males with systemic autoimmune diseases was significantly higher than in the healthy controls. Systemic autoimmune diseases may be one of the risk factors for developing ASA in men.